WASHINGTON COUNTY

; E
$

Conserving the Peace Through Values Driven Service
Sheriff Pat Garrett

Media Release

Update - Missing 23-Year-Old Woman Found Safe in Roseburg

August 8, 2017 - Based on a tip from the public, Lane County Sheriff’s Office
deputies located missing 23-year-old Demi Helenius this evening around 8:30 p.m.
in Roseburg, Oregon. Ms. Helenius was determined to be safe and in good health.

The Washington County Sheriff’'s Office would like to thank the Lane County
Sheriff’s Office, Oregon State Police, Tigard Police, and Cottage Grove Police for
their assistance with the investigation. Detectives would also like to thank the
public for the numerous tips and the media for their coverage.

No additional information is available at this time. The original media release is
below.

Detectives Looking for Information on Missing Woman

August 7, 2017 - Sheriff’s detectives are asking the public’s help in finding 23-year-
old Demi Helenius. She has been missing from the Portland area since Saturday
night. We have located her car in Cottage Grove, but she is still missing.

On Sunday, August 6, 2017, the Washington County Sheriff’s Office was contacted
by a concerned family from the community of Rock Creek. The Helenius family
wanted to report their 23-year-old daughter, Demi, missing.

Her parents told the investigating deputy that Demi had gone to a conference at
the Portland Embassy Suites (7900 NE 82" Ave) that started on Friday and was
supposed to go through Saturday night. She arrived home Friday night and went
back again on Saturday morning. She never came home from the conference on
Saturday night. They said Demi is very good about calling them when she is
leaving someplace to let them know when she will be back.

The Helenius’ said Demi didn’t call at 10 p.m. on Saturday when the conference was
supposed to be done for the day. They tried to call her phone but got no answer.
Just after 11 p.m., they called and got an answer from a woman who said she had
the phone at the Dairy Queen in Creswell, Oregon, 133 miles south of the Portland
International Airport in Lane County, Oregon.
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The Dairy Queen employee reported that a man came through the drive through
and gave them the phone. He told the employee that he found the phone and
asked if they had a lost and found and then handed the phone to the employee.

The Helenius’ called the Lane County Sheriff’s Office to report Demi as a missing
person. On Sunday August 6, the Helenius’ called their home law enforcement
agency, the Washington County Sheriff’s Office, for assistance in locating Demi.

Washington County Sheriff’s Office deputies alerted the media of Demi’s
disappearance and were able to get her featured on the late news Sunday night.
One of the tips we were looking for was the location of her 2013 Volkswagen Bug.
Today we received numerous tips on the whereabouts of Demi’s car and one of
them led to the recovery of her VW Bug in Cottage Grove, Oregon, just nine miles
south of Creswell.

The Cottage Grove Police, the Lane County Sheriff's Office, and the Oregon State
Police (OSP) assisted us in processing the scene where the car was found and
hauling the car to the OSP crime lab. A very cursory examination of the car at the
scene found no foul play. The car will be processed more thoroughly at the OSP
crime lab.

Because of high quality video surveillance at the Dairy Queen in Creswell, Sheriff’s
detectives were able to see the license plate of the car that dropped off the phone.
Detectives talked to the man and were told that he found the phone in a nearby
parking lot after seeing someone throw an object from a car. Detectives are still
investigating this lead.

At this point, Sheriff’s detectives are looking for any and all leads they can come up
with, including the attendees of the conference Demi attended. We do not
currently have any active suspects we are seeking from that conference.

Detectives are also looking at Demi’s phone for any clues to her whereabouts.

Included in this media release is a flyer The Helenius’ have put together with some

updated photos of Demi. If you have seen Demi Helenius in the last week or if you
have seen her car in the last two days, please call 503-846-2500 to report it.

Sheriff’s Public Information Officer: Deputy Jeff Talbot PIO phone: 503-209-5613



