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Sheriff’s K9 Finds Missing 8-year-old Autistic Child 

May 4, 2014— Washington County Sheriff’s Deputies responded to a report of a missing 
8-year-old autistic child.  With the assistance of K9 Maverick, deputies located the missing 
boy. 

Sunday evening at 5:42 p.m., deputies received a frantic call 
about a missing autistic boy.  Multiple deputies responded to 
the Cedar Hills neighborhood, including a Sheriff’s K9.  Deputy 
DiPietro and K9 Maverick began to search for the missing boy.  
The search went through a heavily wooded area adjacent to 
Ward Creek.  Once the K9 and Deputy DiPietro reached the 
creek, they located the missing boy in the middle of the swift 
moving creek.  The boy was wet and shivering due to the cold 
water.  

The 4’1” 46 lb. boy needed immediate assistance to prevent 
him from being swept under or suffering from hypothermia.  It 
is likely the boy might not have survived had K9 Maverick n

Thanks to K9 Maverick, the young boy sustained no life threatening injuries and was able 
to return home with his parents. 

 


